
Appendix: Materials
Stimuli from Experiment 1

1. a. First Ralph sang a song to Sheila, and then Marcus did.
b. First Ralph sang a song to Sheila, and then Marcus sang one to her.
c. First Ralph sang a song to Sheila, and then Marcus groaned.
d. First Ralph sang Sheila a song, and then Marcus did.
e. First Ralph sang Sheila a song, and then Marcus sang her one.
f. First Ralph sang Sheila a song, and then Marcus groaned.

2. a. First the Mellon foundation awarded a grant to the professor, and then the
National Science Foundation did.

b. First the Mellon foundation awarded a grant to the professor, and then the
National Science Foundation awarded one to her.

c. First the Mellon foundation awarded a grant to the professor, and then the
National Science Foundation followed.

d. First the Mellon foundation awarded the professor a grant, and then the Na-
tional Science foundation did.

e. First the Mellon foundation awarded the professor a grant, and then the Na-
tional Science foundation awarded her one.

f. First the Mellon foundation awarded the professor a grant, and then the Na-
tional Science foundation followed.

3. a. First the victim told the story to the reporter, and then the lawyer did.
b. First the victim told the story to the reporter, and then the lawyer told it to

her.
c. First the victim told the story to the reporter, and then the lawyer cried.
d. First the victim told the reporter the story, and then the lawyer did.
e. First the victim told the reporter the story, and then the lawyer told her the

story.
f. First the victim told the reporter the story, and then the lawyer cried.

4. a. First the head coach handed a cup to the athlete, and then the assistant coach
did.

b. First the head coach handed a cup to the athlete, and then the assistant coach
handed one to her.

c. First the coach handed a cup to the athlete, and then the assistant coach
nodded.
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d. First the head coach handed the athlete a cup, and then the assistant coach
did.

e. First the head coach handed the athlete a cup, and then the assistant coach
handed her one.

f. First the head coach handed the athlete a cup, and then the lawyer cried.

5. a. First the college issued an ID card to the residents, and then the state did.
b. First the college issued an ID card to the residents, and then the state issued

one to them.
c. First the college issued an ID card to the residents, and then the state

intervened.
d. First the college issued the residents an ID card, and then the state did.
e. First the college issued the residents an ID card, and then the state issued

them one.
f. First the college issued the residents an ID card, and then the state

intervened.

6. a. First the bartender served a martini to the underage student, and then the
waiter did.

b. First the bartender served a martini to the underage student, and then the
waiter served one to him.

c. First the bartender served a martini to the underage student, and then the
waiter got suspicious.

d. First the bartender served the underage student a martini, and then the waiter
did.

e. First the bartender served the underage student a martini, and then the waiter
served him one.

f. First the bartender served the underage student a martini, and then the waiter
got suspicious.

7. a. First the bank mailed a loan application to the student, and then the college
did.

b. First the bank mailed a loan application to the student, and then the college
mailed one to her.

c. First the bank mailed a loan application to the student, and then the college
chipped in.

d. First the bank mailed the student a loan application, and then the college
did.

e. First the bank mailed the student a loan application, and then the college
mailed her one.
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f. First the bank mailed the student a loan application, and then the college
chipped in.

8. a. First the couple on the first floor owed a months rent to the landlord, and
then the guy on the second floor did.

b. First the couple on the first floor owed a months rent to the landlord, and
then the guy on the second floor owed a months rent to him.

c. First the couple on the first floor owed a months rent to the landlord, and
then the guy on the second floor moved out.

d. First the couple on the first floor owed the landlord a months rent, and then
the guy on the second floor did.

e. First the couple on the first floor owed the landlord a months rent, and then
the guy on the second floor owed him a months rent.

f. First the couple on the first floor owed the landlord a months rent, and then
the guy on the second floor moved out.

9. a. First the father fed a carrot to the 3-year-old boy, and then the mother did.
b. First the father fed a carrot to the 3-year-old boy, and then the mother fed

one to him.
c. First the father fed a carrot to the 3-year-old boy, and then the mother

laughed.
d. First the father fed the 3-year-old boy a carrot, and then the mother did.
e. First the father fed the 3-year-old boy a carrot, and then the mother fed him

one.
f. First the father fed the 3-year-old boy a carrot, and then the mother laughed.

10. a. First the little girl read a short story to the old woman, and then the boy did.
b. First the little girl read a short story to the old woman, and then the boy read

one to her.
c. First the little girl read a short story to the old woman, and then the boy was

happy.
d. First the little girl read the old woman a short story, and then the boy did.
e. First the little girl read the old woman a short story, and then the boy read

her one.
f. First the little girl read the old woman a short story, and then the boy was

happy.

11. a. First Ms. Andrews sent a troublemaker to the principal, and then Mr. Lewis
did.
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b. First Ms. Andrews sent a troublemaker to the principal, and then Mr. Lewis
sent one to him.

c. First Ms. Andrews sent a troublemaker to the principal, and then Mr. Lewis
was relieved.

d. First Ms. Andrews sent the principal a troublemaker, and then Mr. Lewis
did.

e. First Ms. Andrews sent the principal a troublemaker, and then Mr. Lewis
sent him one.

f. First Ms. Andrews sent the principal a troublemaker, and then Mr. Lewis
was relieved.

12. a. First a rock star sold some cocaine to an undercover agent, then a movie star
did.

b. First a rock star sold some cocaine to an undercover agent, then a movie star
sold some to one.

c. First a rock star sold some cocaine to an undercover agent, then a movie star
died from overdose.

d. First a rock star sold an undercover agent some cocaine, and then a movie
star did.

e. First a rock star sold an undercover agent some cocaine, and then a movie
star sold one some.

f. First a rock star sold an undercover agent some cocaine, and then a movie
star died from overdose.

13. a. First the lifeguard tossed a rope to the swimmer, and then the instructor did.
b. First the lifeguard tossed a rope to the swimmer, and then the instructor

tossed one to her.
c. First the lifeguard tossed a rope to the swimmer, and then the instructor

called for help.
d. First the lifeguard tossed the swimmer a rope, and then the instructor did.
e. First the lifeguard tossed the swimmer a rope, and then the instructor tossed

her one.
f. First the lifeguard tossed the swimmer a rope, and then the instructor called

for help.

14. a. First the mother promised a puppy to the girl, and then the father did.
b. First the mother promised a puppy to the girl, and then the father promised

one to her.
c. First the mother promised a puppy to the girl, and then the father smiled.
d. First the mother promised the girl a puppy, and then the father did.
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e. First the mother promised the girl a puppy, and then the father promised her
one.

f. First the mother promised the girl a puppy, and then the father smiled.

15. a. First the waitress took a tray to the customers, and then the maitre d did.
b. First the waitress took a tray to the customers, and then the maitre d took a

tray to them.
c. First the waitress took a tray to the customers, and then the maitre d bowed.
d. First the waitress took the customers a tray, and then the maitre d did.
e. First the waitress took the customers a tray, and then the maitre d took them

one.
f. First the waitress took the customers a tray, and then the maitre d bowed.

16. a. First Ralph passed a note to Linda, and then Mark did.
b. First Ralph passed a note to Linda, and then Mark passed one to her.
c. First Ralph passed a note to Linda, and then Mark got jealous.
d. First Ralph passed Linda a note, and then Mark did.
e. First Ralph passed Linda a note, and then Mark passed her one.
f. First Ralph passed Linda a note, and then Mark got jealous.

17. a. First the foundation gave five million dollars to the university, then the gov-
ernment did.

b. First the foundation gave five million dollars to the university, then the gov-
ernment gave five million to them.

c. First the foundation gave five million dollars to the university, then the gov-
ernment investigated.

d. First the foundation gave the university five million dollars, then the govern-
ment did.

e. First the foundation gave the university five million dollars, then the govern-
ment gave them five million.

f. First the foundation gave the university five million dollars, then the govern-
ment investigated.

18. a. First the inspector offered a deal to the bar owner, then the cop did.
b. First the inspector offered a deal to the bar owner, then the cop offered one

to him.
c. First the inspector offered a deal to the bar owner, then the cop showed up.
d. First the inspector offered the bar owner a deal, then the cop did.
e. First the inspector offered the bar owner a deal, then the cop offered him

one.



6 Xiang, Grove, & Merchant

f. First the inspector offered the bar owner a deal, then the cop showed up.

Stimuli from Experiment 2

1. a. Daniel planned to send his mother a note, but after work he was too tired to.
b. Daniel planned to send his mother a note, but after work he was too tired.
c. Daniel planned to send his mother a note, but after work he was too tired to

send her anything.
d. Daniel planned to send his mother a note, but after work he slept.
e. Daniel planned to send a note to his mother, but after work he was too tired

to.
f. Daniel planned to send a note to his mother, but after work he was too tired.
g. Daniel planned to send a note to his mother, but after work he was too tired

to send anything to her.
h. Daniel planned to send a note to his mother, but after work he slept.

2. a. The pastor wanted to serve the visitors some food, but at 9 oclock he still
hasnt begun to.

b. The pastor wanted to serve the visitors some food, but at 9 oclock he still
hasnt begun.

c. The pastor wanted to serve the visitors some food, but at 9 oclock he still
hasnt begun to serve them anything.

d. The pastor wanted to serve the visitors some food, but at 9 oclock he became
sleepy.

e. The pastor wanted to serve some food to the visitors, but at 9 oclock he still
hasnt begun to.

f. The pastor wanted to serve some food to the visitors, but at 9 oclock he still
hasnt begun.

g. The pastor wanted to serve some food to the visitors, but at 9 oclock he still
hasnt begun to serve anything to them.

h. The pastor wanted to serve some food to the visitors, but at 9 oclock he
became sleepy.

3. a. The clerk said she would charge the businessman full price, but upon his
arrival she didn’t dare to.

b. The clerk said she would charge the businessman full price, but upon his
arrival she didn’t dare.

c. The clerk said she would charge the businessman full price, but upon his
arrival she didn’t dare to charge him anything.
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d. The clerk said she would charge the businessman full price, but upon his
arrival she backed down.

e. The clerk said she would charge full price to the businessman, but upon his
arrival she didn’t dare to.

f. The clerk said she would charge full price to the businessman, but upon his
arrival she didn’t dare.

g. The clerk said she would charge full price to the businessman, but upon his
arrival she didn’t dare to charge anything to him.

h. The clerk said she would charge full price to the businessman, but upon his
arrival she backed down.

4. a. The representative said the company would ship the customers a replace-
ment, but apparently they didn’t feel the need to.

b. The representative said the company would ship the customers a replace-
ment, but apparently they didn’t feel the need.

c. The representative said the company would ship the customers a replace-
ment, but apparently they didn’t feel the need to ship them any replacement
at all.

d. The representative said the company would ship the customers a replace-
ment, but apparently they lied.

e. The representative said the company would ship a replacement to the cus-
tomers, but apparently they didn’t feel the need to.

f. The representative said the company would ship a replacement to the cus-
tomers, but apparently they didn’t feel the need.

g. The representative said the company would ship a replacement to the cus-
tomers, but apparently they didn’t feel the need to ship any replacement to
them at all.

h. The representative said the company would ship a replacement to the cus-
tomers, but apparently they lied.

5. a. Deanna usually feeds her dog a treat on Wednesdays, but last Wednesday
she refused to.

b. Deanna usually feeds her dog a treat on Wednesdays, but last Wednesday
she refused.

c. Deanna usually feeds her dog a treat on Wednesdays, but last Wednesday
she refused to feed him any treat.

d. Deanna usually feeds her dog a treat on Wednesdays, but last Wednesday
she was gone.

e. Deanna usually feeds a treat to her dog on Wednesdays, but last Wednesday
she refused to.
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f. Deanna usually feeds a treat to her dog on Wednesdays, but last Wednesday
she refused.

g. Deanna usually feeds a treat to her dog on Wednesdays, but last Wednesday
she refused to feed any treat to him.

h. Deanna usually feeds a treat to her dog on Wednesdays, but last Wednesday
she was gone.

6. a. Robin said he would lend the gambler some money, but at the local club he
wasn’t allowed to.

b. Robin said he would lend the gambler some money, but at the local club he
wasn’t allowed.

c. Robin said he would lend the gambler some money, but at the local club he
wasn’t allowed to lend him money.

d. Robin said he would lend the gambler some money, but at the local club he
was frugal.

e. Robin said he would lend some money to the gambler, but at the local club
he wasn’t allowed to.

f. Robin said he would lend some money to the gambler, but at the local club
he wasn’t allowed.

g. Robin said he would lend some money to the gambler, but at the local club
he wasn’t allowed to lend money to him.

h. Robin said he would lend some money to the gambler, but at the local club
he was frugal.

7. a. The board wanted to allocate us some funds, but because of the rulebook
they weren’t permitted to.

b. The board wanted to allocate us some funds, but because of the rulebook
they weren’t permitted.

c. The board wanted to allocate us some funds, but because of the rulebook
they weren’t permitted to allocate us any funds.

d. The board wanted to allocate us some funds, but because of the rulebook
they were frugal.

e. The board wanted to allocate some funds to us, but because of the rulebook
they weren’t permitted to.

f. The board wanted to allocate some funds to us, but because of the rulebook
they weren’t permitted.

g. The board wanted to allocate some funds to us, but because of the rulebook
they weren’t permitted to allocate any funds to us.

h. The board wanted to allocate some funds to us, but because of the rulebook
they were frugal.
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8. a. Jason was told to repay the bank the money, but truth be told he didn’t feel
compelled to.

b. Jason was told to repay the bank the money, but truth be told he didn’t feel
compelled.

c. Jason was told to repay the bank the money, but truth be told he didn’t feel
compelled to repay them the money.

d. Jason was told to repay the bank the money, but truth be told he was broke.
e. Jason was told to repay the money to the bank, but truth be told he didn’t

feel compelled to.
f. Jason was told to repay the money to the bank, but truth be told he didn’t

feel compelled.
g. Jason was told to repay the money to the bank, but truth be told he didn’t

feel compelled to repay the money to them.
h. Jason was told to repay the money to the bank, but truth be told he was

broke.

9. a. Reginald asked Georgette to wire him some money, but unfortunately she
didn’t have enough time to.

b. Reginald asked Georgette to wire him some money, but unfortunately she
didn’t have enough time.

c. Reginald asked Georgette to wire him some money, but unfortunately she
didn’t have enough time to wire him any money.

d. Reginald asked Georgette to wire him some money, but unfortunately she
was busy.

e. Reginald asked Georgette to wire some money to him, but unfortunately she
didn’t have enough time to.

f. Reginald asked Georgette to wire some money to him, but unfortunately she
didn’t have enough time.

g. Reginald asked Georgette to wire some money to him, but unfortunately she
didn’t have enough time to wire any money to him.

h. Reginald asked Georgette to wire some money to him, but unfortunately she
was busy.

10. a. The rescue worker needed to throw the stranded explorer the heavy rope,
but he wasn’t strong enough to.

b. The rescue worker needed to throw the stranded explorer the heavy rope,
but he wasn’t strong enough.

c. The rescue worker needed to throw the stranded explorer the heavy rope,
but he wasn’t strong enough to throw him anything.
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d. The rescue worker needed to throw the stranded explorer the heavy rope,
but he was weak.

e. The rescue worker needed to throw the heavy rope to the stranded explorer,
but he wasn’t strong enough to.

f. The rescue worker needed to throw the heavy rope to the stranded explorer,
but he wasn’t strong enough.

g. The rescue worker needed to throw the heavy rope to the stranded explorer,
but he wasn’t strong enough to throw anything to him.

h. The rescue worker needed to throw the heavy rope to the stranded explorer,
but he was weak.

11. a. The casino owner wanted to deal the gamblers the fake card, but he didn’t
have the nerve to.

b. The casino owner wanted to deal the gamblers the fake card, but he didn’t
have the nerve.

c. The casino owner wanted to deal the gamblers the fake card, but he didn’t
have the nerve to deal them that card at that point.

d. The casino owner wanted to deal the gamblers the fake card, but he was
nervous.

e. The casino owner wanted to deal the fake card to the gamblers, but he didn’t
have the nerve to.

f. The casino owner wanted to deal the fake card to the gamblers, but he didn’t
have the nerve.

g. The casino owner wanted to deal the fake card to the gamblers, but he didn’t
have the nerve to deal that card to them at that point.

h. The casino owner wanted to deal the fake card to the gamblers, but he was
nervous.

12. a. The foundation planned to award the university a grant, but due to budget
cuts they weren’t ready to.

b. The foundation planned to award the university a grant, but due to budget
cuts they weren’t ready.

c. The foundation planned to award the university a grant, but due to budget
cuts they weren’t ready to award the university any funding this year.

d. The foundation planned to award the university a grant, but due to budget
cuts they pulled back.

e. The foundation planned to award a grant to the university, but due to budget
cuts they weren’t ready to.

f. The foundation planned to award a grant to the university, but due to budget
cuts they weren’t ready.
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g. The foundation planned to award a grant to the university, but due to budget
cuts they weren’t ready to award any funding to the university this year.

h. The foundation planned to award a grant to the university, but due to budget
cuts they pulled back.

13. a. The government was obliged to grant the company a license, but surprisingly
they didn’t even make an attempt to.

b. The government was obliged to grant the company a license, but surprisingly
they didn’t even make an attempt.

c. The government was obliged to grant the company a license, but surprisingly
they didn’t even make an attempt to grant them a license.

d. The government was obliged to grant the company a license, but surprisingly
they didn’t even meet.

e. The government was obliged to grant a license to the company, but surpris-
ingly they didn’t even make an attempt to.

f. The government was obliged to grant a license to the company, but surpris-
ingly they didn’t even make an attempt.

g. The government was obliged to grant a license to the company, but surpris-
ingly they didn’t even make an attempt to grant a license to them.

h. The government was obliged to grant a license to the company, but surpris-
ingly they didn’t even meet.

14. a. The baby wanted to kick us the ball, but he wasn’t coordinated enough to.
b. The baby wanted to kick us the ball, but he wasn’t coordinated enough.
c. The baby wanted to kick us the ball, but he wasn’t coordinated enough to

kick us the ball.
d. The baby wanted to kick us the ball, but he wasn’t looking.
e. The baby wanted to kick the ball to us, but he wasn’t coordinated enough to.
f. The baby wanted to kick the ball to us, but he wasn’t coordinated enough.
g. The baby wanted to kick the ball to us, but he wasn’t coordinated enough to

kick the ball to us.
h. The baby wanted to kick the ball to us, but he wasn’t looking.

15. a. The county doesnt offer its residents these services yet, but next year they
will start to.

b. The county doesnt offer its residents these services yet, but next year they
will start.

c. The county doesnt offer its residents these services yet, but next year they
will start to offer them some services.
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d. The county doesnt offer its residents these services yet, but next year they
will change.

e. The county doesnt offer these services to its residents yet, but next year they
will start to.

f. The county doesnt offer these services to its residents yet, but next year they
will start.

g. The county doesnt offer these services to its residents yet, but next year they
will start to offer some services to them.

h. The county doesnt offer these services to its residents yet, but next year they
will change.

16. a. The uncle loved to write his nieces letters, but last month he didn’t feel the
urge to.

b. The uncle loved to write his nieces letters, but last month he didn’t feel the
urge.

c. The uncle loved to write his nieces letters, but last month he didn’t feel the
urge to write them a letter.

d. The uncle loved to write his nieces letters, but last month he was lazy.
e. The uncle loved to write letters to his nieces, but last month he didn’t feel

the urge to.
f. The uncle loved to write letters to his nieces, but last month he didn’t feel

the urge.
g. The uncle loved to write letters to his nieces, but last month he didn’t feel

the urge to write a letter to them.
h. The uncle loved to write letters to his nieces, but last month he was lazy.

17. a. Suzanne was supposed to show her secretary a memo, but in the end she
failed to.

b. Suzanne was supposed to show her secretary a memo, but in the end she
failed.

c. Suzanne was supposed to show her secretary a memo, but in the end she
failed to show her the memo.

d. Suzanne was supposed to show her secretary a memo, but in the end she was
busy.

e. Suzanne was supposed to show a memo to her secretary, but in the end she
failed to.

f. Suzanne was supposed to show a memo to her secretary, but in the end she
failed.

g. Suzanne was supposed to show a memo to her secretary, but in the end she
failed to show the memo to her.
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h. Suzanne was supposed to show a memo to her secretary, but in the end she
was busy.

18. a. Steve was asked to forward the engineer the files, but he did not agree to.
b. Steve was asked to forward the engineer the files, but he did not agree.
c. Steve was asked to forward the engineer the files, but he did not agree to

forward him those files.
d. Steve was asked to forward the engineer the files, but he was not at work.
e. Steve was asked to forward the files to the engineer, but he did not agree to.
f. Steve was asked to forward the files to the engineer, but he did not agree.
g. Steve was asked to forward the files to the engineer, but he did not agree to

forward those files to him.
h. Steve was asked to forward the files to the engineer, but he was not at work.

19. a. The business group loaned the man a lot of money, but there was no reason
to.

b. The business group loaned the man a lot of money, but there was no reason.
c. The business group loaned the man a lot of money, but there was no reason

to loan him any money at all.
d. The business group loaned the man a lot of money, but the man was crazy.
e. The business group loaned a lot of money to the man, but there was no

reason to.
f. The business group loaned a lot of money to the man, but there was no

reason.
g. The business group loaned a lot of money to the man, but there was no

reason to loan any money to him at all.
h. The business group loaned a lot of money to the man, but the man was crazy.

20. a. The tenant needed to mail his landlord a check, but he didn’t have enough
money to.

b. The tenant needed to mail his landlord a check, but he didn’t have enough
money.

c. The tenant needed to mail his landlord a check, but he didn’t have enough
money to mail him a check.

d. The tenant needed to mail his landlord a check, but he was broke.
e. The tenant needed to mail a check to his landlord, but he didn’t have enough

money to.
f. The tenant needed to mail a check to his landlord, but he didn’t have enough

money.
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g. The tenant needed to mail a check to his landlord, but he didn’t have enough
money to mail a check to him.

h. The tenant needed to mail a check to his landlord, but he was broke.

21. a. David was supposed to bring the spy a message, but he did not try to.
b. David was supposed to bring the spy a message, but he did not try.
c. David was supposed to bring the spy a message, but he did not try to bring

him anything.
d. David was supposed to bring the spy a message, but he was asleep.
e. David was supposed to bring a message to the spy, but he did not try to.
f. David was supposed to bring a message to the spy, but he did not try.
g. David was supposed to bring a message to the spy, but he did not try to bring

anything to him.
h. David was supposed to bring a message to the spy, but he was asleep.

22. a. Johns parents were asked to pass him the heavy basket, but they were too
weak to.

b. Johns parents were asked to pass him the heavy basket, but they were too
weak.

c. Johns parents were asked to pass him the heavy basket, but they were too
weak to pass him that basket.

d. Johns parents were asked to pass him the heavy basket, but they were not
listening.

e. Johns parents were asked to pass the heavy basket to him, but they were too
weak to.

f. Johns parents were asked to pass the heavy basket to him, but they were too
weak.

g. Johns parents were asked to pass the heavy basket to him, but they were too
weak to pass that basket to him.

h. Johns parents were asked to pass the heavy basket to him, but they were not
listening.

23. a. Richard was supposed to email his boss a presentation, but he did not re-
member to.

b. Richard was supposed to email his boss a presentation, but he did not
remember.

c. Richard was supposed to email his boss a presentation, but he did not re-
member to email him the file on time.

d. Richard was supposed to email his boss a presentation, but he was away.
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e. Richard was supposed to email a presentation to his boss, but he did not
remember to.

f. Richard was supposed to email a presentation to his boss, but he did not
remember.

g. Richard was supposed to email a presentation to his boss, but he did not
remember to email the file to him on time.

h. Richard was supposed to email a presentation to his boss, but he was away.

24. a. Tina was going to hand the honoree the award, but she didn’t have the
courage to.

b. Tina was going to hand the honoree the award, but she didn’t have the
courage.

c. Tina was going to hand the honoree the award, but she didn’t have the
courage to hand him the award in public.

d. Tina was going to hand the honoree the award, but she became nervous.
e. Tina was going to hand the award to the honoree, but she didn’t have the

courage to.
f. Tina was going to hand the award to the honoree, but she didn’t have the

courage.
g. Tina was going to hand the award to the honoree, but she didn’t have the

courage to hand the award to him in public.
h. Tina was going to hand the award to the honoree, but she became nervous.

25. a. The committee wanted to lease the developers the land, but they had no good
reasons to.

b. The committee wanted to lease the developers the land, but they had no good
reasons.

c. The committee wanted to lease the developers the land, but they had no good
reasons to lease them any land.

d. The committee wanted to lease the developers the land, but they were
unconvincing.

e. The committee wanted to lease the land to the developers, but they had no
good reasons to.

f. The committee wanted to lease the land to the developers, but they had no
good reasons.

g. The committee wanted to lease the land to the developers, but they had no
good reasons to lease any land to them.

h. The committee wanted to lease the land to the developers, but they were
unconvincing.
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26. a. The association could have rented us the pool, but they did not offer to.
b. The association could have rented us the pool, but they did not offer.
c. The association could have rented us the pool, but they did not offer to rent

us one at all.
d. The association could have rented us the pool, but they were rude.
e. The association could have rented the pool to us, but they did not offer to.
f. The association could have rented the pool to us, but they did not offer.
g. The association could have rented the pool to us, but they did not offer to

rent the pool to us at all.
h. The association could have rented the pool to us, but they were rude.

27. a. The ambassador wanted to promise the diplomat a special deal, but he didn’t
have the authority to.

b. The ambassador wanted to promise the diplomat a special deal, but he didn’t
have the authority.

c. The ambassador wanted to promise the diplomat a special deal, but he didn’t
have the authority to promise him any deal.

d. The ambassador wanted to promise the diplomat a special deal, but he
wasn’t sure.

e. The ambassador wanted to promise a special deal to the diplomat, but he
didn’t have the authority to.

f. The ambassador wanted to promise a special deal to the diplomat, but he
didn’t have the authority.

g. The ambassador wanted to promise a special deal to the diplomat, but he
didn’t have the authority to promise any deal to him.

h. The ambassador wanted to promise a special deal to the diplomat, but he
wasn’t sure.

28. a. The government needed to issue John a visa, but they did not have a chance
to.

b. The government needed to issue John a visa, but they did not have a chance.
c. The government needed to issue John a visa, but they did not have a chance

to issue him the visa on time.
d. The government needed to issue John a visa, but they were slow.
e. The government needed to issue a visa to John, but they did not have a

chance to.
f. The government needed to issue a visa to John, but they did not have a

chance.
g. The government needed to issue a visa to John, but they did not have a

chance to issue the visa to him on time.



An investigation of VPE and NCA 17

h. The government needed to issue a visa to John, but they were slow.

29. a. Carl did not want to sell the organization the car, so he did not volunteer to.
b. Carl did not want to sell the organization the car, so he did not volunteer.
c. Carl did not want to sell the organization the car, so he did not volunteer to

sell them his car at all.
d. Carl did not want to sell the organization the car, so he was ashamed.
e. Carl did not want to sell the car to the organization, so he did not volunteer

to.
f. Carl did not want to sell the car to the organization, so he did not volunteer.
g. Carl did not want to sell the car to the organization, so he did not volunteer

to sell his car to them at all.
h. Carl did not want to sell the car to the organization, so he was ashamed.

30. a. Ben was supposed to read the children the stories, but nobody reminded him
to.

b. Ben was supposed to read the children the stories, but nobody reminded
him.

c. Ben was supposed to read the children the stories, but nobody reminded him
to read them the stories on time.

d. Ben was supposed to read the children the stories, but he was out of town.
e. Ben was supposed to read the stories to the children, but nobody reminded

him to.
f. Ben was supposed to read the stories to the children, but nobody reminded

him.
g. Ben was supposed to read the stories to the children, but nobody reminded

him to read the stories to them on time.
h. Ben was supposed to read the stories to the children, but he was out of town.

31. a. Lucy wanted to tell Peter the secret, but she did not have the opportunity to.
b. Lucy wanted to tell Peter the secret, but she did not have the opportunity.
c. Lucy wanted to tell Peter the secret, but she did not have the opportunity to

tell him the secret.
d. Lucy wanted to tell Peter the secret, but she was sheepish.
e. Lucy wanted to tell the secret to Peter, but she did not have the opportunity

to.
f. Lucy wanted to tell the secret to Peter, but she did not have the opportunity.
g. Lucy wanted to tell the secret to Peter, but she did not have the opportunity

to tell the secret to him.
h. Lucy wanted to tell the secret to Peter, but she was sheepish.
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32. a. Paul was asked to teach Julie German, but he didn’t have the ability to.
b. Paul was asked to teach Julie German, but he didn’t have the ability.
c. Paul was asked to teach Julie German, but he didn’t have the ability to teach

her anything.
d. Paul was asked to teach Julie German, but he was incompetent.
e. Paul was asked to teach German to Julie, but he didn’t have the ability to.
f. Paul was asked to teach German to Julie, but he didn’t have the ability.
g. Paul was asked to teach German to Julie, but he didn’t have the ability to

teach anything to her.
h. Paul was asked to teach German to Julie, but he was incompetent.


